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consolidate its !ve current locations 
under one roof to meet the growing and 
changing needs of families in the area. The 
province of Ontario will also contribute 
$800,000 towards construction of the 
new building. This investment is part of 
the government’s Open Ontario Plan 
to stimulate economic growth to build 
strong communities in Ontario.

“The Resource Centre will be a 
landmark in the community and will be 
highly maintained so we do not anticipate 
any vandalism,” the memo said. “We will 
be bringing programs and services which 
would be of value to the community.”
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What do you think of when you 
think of your community? What do you 
think a community has to have to be a 
community? I think about people that 
have a similarity that bring them together. 
When I looked it up on dictionary.com it 
meant a social group of any size whose 
members reside in a speci!c locality, share 
government, and often have a common 
cultural and historical heritage. In Malvern 
there are many things that we share and 
things that occur that bring us together.

One of the things that bring the 
Malvern community together are the 
community gardens. There are a total of 
three gardens located at Littles Road Park, 
Neilson Park by Neilson and Finch, and on 
Blackwell Avenue for the residents that 
live in the building. Gardening normally 
occurs in the summer time.

The community gardens are in the 
process of developing a fourth site, which 
will be the largest of all. The proposed site 
will be at the corner of Morningview Trail 
and Old Finch Avenue, where Malvern 
meets Rouge Park.  It is hoped that this 
urban farm will be moving ahead by Fall 
2013 and celebrating its !rst full season 
by summer 2014.

The gardens were conceptualized 
in April 2009 by Alex Dow from Malvern 
Action for Neighbourhood Change, Auriel 
Haynes and a number of other community 
memebers. In summer 2010 the Blackwell 
Children’s Garden was planted, in Fall 
2011 they broke ground at Neilson Park 
and Littles Rd. Park and the !rst planting 
season for these gardens was the Summer 
of 2012. The gardens were promoted 
through community meetings and by 
handing out "yers. Now through word of 
mouth and promotion of the community 
gardens, more people are involved in the 
planting and gardening.

The main reason why the gardens 
were created was due to the fact that the 
community saw a social need to bring 
everyone together. As a community 
there needed to be a purpose of which 
the community could come together. 
They also needed to create a positive 
reputation. Dow and Jonathan Chan-
Choong a Malvern ANC steering 
committee member, wanted to build the 
gardens in order to bring members from 
the community and neighbours together. 
They saw that a positive place was 

necessary to build a positive community.
The Malvern community gardens 

is possible due to funding provided by 
the United Way and the City of Toronto. 
The City of Toronto has allowed the 
Malvern community to use the land. The 
gardens have taught members Malvern 
responsibility, gardening skills, how to take 
ownership, cooperate with one another, 
organization and many other positive skill 
sets. People in the community get to meet 
people that they may not see on a daily 
basis and possibly make new friends while 
they are at it. The community gardens is 
somewhere for everyone to connect. No 
one’s opinion is put down and everyone’s 
ideas are listened to. These gardens give 
more importance to public spaces. 

These gardens give people within the 
community an oppoertunity to socialize 
and feel as if they are part of something 
greater. We are social beings, so we need 
to be around each other. This helps the 
community create a positive identity. 
Looking at the community gardens show 
how much we can accomplish when we 
all come together. 

All volunteer community gardeners 
that take part in mainting these spaces get 
to share what is grown. “Self-grati!cation, 
sustainability and they are accountable 
for their input” says Chan-Choong. There 
is also a portion that goes towards the 
food bank. Not only are these community 
members growing food for themselves 
they are giving back to the less fortunate. 
They are educating themselves on how 
their food is grown and how their hard

work pays o# at the end. As a result 
they learn how to appreciate what they 
consume.

The community gardens welcome 
anyone from the community to help 
maintain and grow the items in the 
gardens. The youth have been involved in 
these amazing activities and are learning 
critical skills. Most importantly the 
people involved in these initiatives have 
something to be proud of.  

The vision of the community gardens 
is to keep the gardens standing and to get 
more people involved. If you or anyone 
you know would like to participate in the 
community gardens just go down to one 
of the locations to discover how you can 
play a role.

In the summer time when it is warm 
outside it is nice to get out and take in 
some fresh air. Gardening is a great way to 
enjoy the outdoors and see what nature 
has to o#er. It can also be a new hobby so 
come out and be part of the gardening 
team.
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